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A weekly journal produced by the student s of
The State University Aof New York College of Environmental Science and Forestry 
and your Student Activity Fee ...
FEBRUARY 14 ,2008
This weeks issue is about SUSTAINABILITY! Find out 
all the ways in which you can become involved in this 
green battle!
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A Letter from the Editor:
 Finally! Winter’s arrived in Syracuse! It’s taken some time and 
while we’ll miss the sun, who doesn’t love the snow? Watch out the 
dusty stuff doesn’t get in your eyes 
 We have quite a treat for you in this issue, which focuses on 
sustainability and what you can do to be more sustainable—including 
how to clean green! There’s a great article on how ESF is “practicing 
what we preach” that has information about our campus most of us 
never even knew was going on, and there’s a wrap up of Focus the 
Nation. 
 Thinking about what you can do as an individual to be more 
sustainable means taking a hard look at how all your actions impact 
the environment. This not only means looking at what you buy but 
also what you do. Here are five ideas:
•	 Choose green energy for your home
•	 Donate your car and use public transit!
•	 Make purchases that support local economies
(and keep canvas/extra plastic bags in your car for shopping)
•	 Conserve, conserve, conserve
(shut lights off when leaving a room, fill the sink to do dishes, 
shut off your PC at night, insulate your windows)
•	 Get involved in a local/campus environmental organization
 Our next issue will focus on “up & coming” controversial or 
innovative technology. What are some technologies we should all 
know about and how do they affect our environment? You can also 
expect a great overview of Jack Hanna’s visit to campus this week.
 Lastly, the Knothole is open to submissions by everyone! 
Submit by emailing knothole@esf.edu by 8pm Friday to have your 
article included in the upcoming week’s issue. We also love to hear 
questions/comments you have about the paper, so send us an email.
Tina Notas 
Editor in Chief
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Around The Quad
   Sustainability Across the Nation
   By: Mark Schager
 Focus the Nation for 
some, maybe last week’s news.  
However, this historic day needs 
further discussion.  This article, I 
hope, won’t be another synopsis 
of what occurred here on our 
campus, but a concise description 
of what occurred nationally and 
what we could do here, now, for 
the future.  Whether you want to 
go to a meeting, vote online, or 
inform yourself via websites, the 
opportunity for shedding the layers 
of CO2 from our atmosphere is 
immediate and plentiful. In fact, 
find out the results of Focus the 
Nation’s vote right now about our 
future and where it will lead us at 
focusthenation.org where you’ll 
find a link, ‘choose your future 
vote’ and contribute to this global 
effort.  
The events that unfolded 
across our campuses were 
important events for continuing 
the momentum to enact legislation 
that’s needed to get most people 
to understand the scope of this 
global predicament. What did the 
organizers on this campus think 
of the events?  Who were they 
and what else will they be doing?  
Amongst the 1300 events that 
took place across the nation, we at 
SU/ESF had an impressive array of 
people to inform us about the many 
dimensions of Global Warming. 
David Sonnenfeld, the 
chair of Environmental Studies, 
and Rachel May, the Director of 
Community and Environment, 
were quoted in The Post Standard 
as saying: “what was once known 
as environmentalism is now 
all encompassing, and can’t be 
compartmentalized.” Our speakers 
on this day revealed this, Donald 
Brown spoke about the ethics 
that should prompt us to taking 
action while William Reese directed this 
to us individually by creating a formula 
to calculate our ecological footstep. This, 
for an example is one person in the USA 
having a 25 acre footprint.  That means 
that for us to live out our consumptive days  
we require 25 acres whereas a person of 
a ‘third world’ only requires 1 or 2 acres.  
To calculate your ecological footstep 
follow this link,  http://www.earthday.net/
footprint/).  They emphasized how critical 
it is for the U.S. to once again be the 
trailblazers we so famously proclaim to be.  
Rachel May and Holly Rosenthal, 
were the premier organizers of the events 
with help from USAC (the University 
Sustainability Action Coalition) and 
departments in and around campus.  The 
talented groups of presenters were invited 
thanks to the breadth of service our 
professors take part in and their urgency 
for spreading their knowledge of this 
subject.  They certainly aligned a wealth 
of perspective, which is often few-and-far 
between concerning this problem.  
So what about us students? 
You know Focus the Nation, here on 
campus, was organized primarily by many 
concerned faculty members on SU and 
ESF.  A good description of how we need 
to step up and make our views known was 
during the ‘Green Democracy Roundtable’. 
At this event Sarah Kelsen, an ESF student 
who worked on the committee organizing 
the event, introduced President Murphy, 
who moderated the panel. During the 
second half of the event, students and other 
attendees were given an opportunity to 
ask questions pertaining to global climate 
change policies and local initiatives. 
Politicians spoke about how students 
need to mobilize. In part, that statement is 
accurate, however, continuously we’ve seen 
how the current President has stifled the 
science that proves irrefutably that global 
warming is real and not fiction. Though 
such a methodology of denying the facts 
can make for an ending only a book of 
fiction could write.  In other respects, we’ve 
been marching and not much of 
it seems to resonate with Capital 
Hill.  
There’s so much left to 
do…On Friday, February 15th 
in Crouse Hinds Room 425 
at 3 pm, USAC (University 
Sustainability Action Coalition) 
will be meeting to do a follow-
up to the Focus the Nation 
discussions and talk about what 
can be done to create a greener 
campus. Did you know that 
Chancellor Cantor signed the 
‘American College and University 
President’s Climate Commitment,’ 
and that some three years ago 
students gathered on the SU quad 
and some even camped out to 
urge SU to purchase 20% of 
their energy portfolio from 
renewable resources?
Also, if you are looking 
for info/updates about events 
that are happening, to see 
what has already been done, 
or what’s being planned 
pertaining to Global Warming 
and environmental justice in 
our neighborhood, see USAC’s 
site at http://usac.syr.edu/ and 
another helpful web site http://
greenuniversecity.syr.edu.  
Here you can find the specifics 
about the President’s Climate 
Commitment and other 
pertinent news and policies.  
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Is Your Education Sustainable?
Wed., Jan. 30th—Sustainability 
is the buzzword of the times, 
and ESF is onboard! Michael 
Kelleher, ESF’s Director of 
Renewable Energy Systems, 
spoke this afternoon about 
the college’s plans to become 
carbon-neutral. 
You may have noticed the green 
roof and solar panels at Walters 
Hall, or the two shiny new fuel 
tanks installed in the far back 
of the employee parking lot. 
Maybe you’ve seen the flex-
fuel or electric vehicles being 
driven around. All of these 
are working steps towards 
ESF’s commitment to carbon 
reduction. 
The new fuel tanks aren’t just 
for fueling up the vehicle fleet, 
however. Research on biodiesel 
and ethanol being done at the 
school will help produce flex 
fuels—E85 and B20—from the 
pumps. Having total control 
of the process allows for fine-
tuning of the fuel for maximum 
utility, depending on the need. 
The vehicles you see driving 
around campus might just be 
running because of research 
being done right here!
The school has big plans to 
match its big energy budget. 
A new high-efficiency chiller 
system replacement that will 
save the college an estimated 
$1.2 million and eliminate 
$170,000 of fuel oil use is 
not too far off. The school 
has also ordered fuel cells 
that will eventually satisfy 
17% of campus energy needs 
by converting natural gas to 
electricity at 80% efficiency 
(compared to 30-40% for 
electricity from the grid). 
Eventually, the school hopes 
to use SynGas from proposed 
biomass gasification research 
conducted by ESF students and 
faculty to power the fuel cells.
A plan has been outlined 
to implement an energy 
maintenance system, Gridlogix, 
to link the climate control 
devices in Jahn and Baker 
labs and Walters Hall through 
a web application. The data 
would be used to identify and 
fix problems “before you’re 
freezing or roasting.” Gridlogix, 
combined with installment of 
compact fluorescent bulbs and 
occupancy sensors, could lead 
to energy savings of 15-20%. 
Eventually, the climate data for 
these buildings will be accessible 
by anyone.
The sustainability initiative 
does not end with the Syracuse 
campus. Plans are in place for a 
4-5 kW wind turbine to power 
the remote classrooms at Heiberg 
Forest, as well as installation of a 
1-2 kW photovoltaic system that 
uses passive-tracking technology 
to increase the PV efficiency by 
30-70%. The Ranger School is 
slated to be getting a wood chip 
boiler to use material generated 
by classes’ thinning operations, 
saving $15-20,000 in oil use, and 
there is a proposal to investigate 
the use of a compact Combined 
By: Craig Lazzar
Web Editor Trainee
Heat and Power system at the 
Cranberry Lake Biological 
Station.
Want To Help Out!?
Dan Nicholson is looking 
for undergrads to help create 
biodiesel for ESF vehicles. If 
you would like to contribute to 
ESF’s sustainability initiative, 
contact: beachbiofuel@msn.
com.
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By: Erin M Murphy 
Marketing and Recruitment Chair for USA
Meeting started: 5:30PM
Woodsman’s Team (Shaina Gerstenslager)
They are preparing for the meet on March 
29th.
Baobab (Daniele Baker) 
The Spirit and Essence Banquet will be on 
Saturday, February 23rd from 6-9pm. It is to 
celebrate Black History Month. The event 
will be catered.. Ladies Night will be on 
March 4th from 5-8pm, where girls can get 
together and watch a movie, hang out and 
celebrate women’s rights.
The ESF Alchemists Society (Scott 
Anderson)
The Alchemists meets every other Tuesday 
at 5pm in Moon Library somewhere in the 
main area. They received an invitation to 
attend “Find your Talent” day.
Bioethics Society (Scott Anderson) 
The Bioethics Society meets on Thursdays 
at 5:30 in Moon Library Conference room. 
They are looking into taking a trip to 
Upstate Medical.
Marisa Miller (President  and in photo with 
kangaroo to the right) went to the Faculty 
Governance Meeting last Thursday. There 
is a new major of Sustainable Construction 
and as a minor for both ESF and SU. 27 of 
67 people dismissed from ESF last semester 
got their appeals accepted. A new dual major 
program is under review. Students could, 
under this program, double major if they 
have a GPA above a 2.0. They can combine 
majors within departments. Also, they are 
looking to change Botany and Zoology to 
Biology 1 and 2 next fall semester. People 
believe this will be better for other majors 
that aren’t biology (such as Landscape 
Architecture, etc). 
The Undergraduate Student Association Meeting Minutes
Find Out What YOUR Elected Officials Are Up To!
Cariann Quick (Vice President) received a 
letter from Don Boyce, the president of the 
SUNY Assembly. They are very excited to 
visit ESF campus in March.
Kate Miles and Caroline Massa 
(Programming Co-Chairs) are working on 
forming the Spring Banquet Committee
Ben Schott and Tim Wilke (ESF/SU 
Liasons) stated that The first “Orange 
Escape” ski trip will be held from February 
29th-March 2nd. The trip can take up to 100 
students to Lake Placid. Tickets are on sale 
February 4th-18th. If you are interested in 
attending, let Tim (twwilke@syr.edu) know 
and he will give you the contacts. Focus the 
Nation was unspeakably well! Thanks to all 
who came. Please attend the SA meetings in 
Maxwell Auditorium on Monday nights at 
7:30
Ben Stephens (Senior Class Chair) will 
begin holding senior class meetings to 
discuss the class gift next week in the 
late morning on Tuesday, Wednesday or 
Monday
Nadia Essi (Sophmore Class Chair) 
states there will be Earth week meetings 
every week on Thursday at 7pm in Moon 
Conference Room. Everyone is welcome to 
come!
Meeting adjourned: 5:51 pm 
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Species Spotlight
Weird Amphibian in Danger of Extinction 
By: Jenna Boshart 
It is well known that 
humans are curious creatures. We 
explore and discover new and 
interesting things everyday. In 
recent years, we have even begun 
to shift our focus to other galaxies. 
However, I propose that this 
shift of interests is in the wrong 
direction. As a matter of fact, our 
own home planet contains some 
of the most peculiar and diverse 
organisms. Unfortunately, these 
bizarre creatures don’t get the 
recognition they deserve and have 
ultimately become in danger of 
extinction.  
In order to combat this 
failure to recognize the strange and 
unusual, the Zoological Society 
of London (ZSL) has placed 100, 
or 15%, of the world’s weirdest 
amphibians in the Evolutionary 
Distinct and Globally Endangered 
(EDGE) program on January 
22, 2008. On this list of strange 
creatures prowling the shadows of 
our planet unnoticed include the 
following:
1. Chinese Giant Salamander. 
This elusive creature is the largest 
amphibian in the world. It can 
grow up to a length of almost six 
feet. This oddity of nature can 
even lay up to 500 eggs a year. 
However, population decline of 
this species has resulted from over-
harvesting for the food industry in 
China, and habitat destruction 
2. Purple Frog. In 2003 this purple-pigmented frog was 
discovered. This frog remained unknown for so long 
because for the majority of its lifetime, its remains 
were buried under nearly four meters of soil. This only 
makes me wonder what other rare and weird creatures 
are on the brink of extinction unknown to humans.
3. Malagasy Rainbow Frog. This frog makes 
the EDGE program for its unusual ability 
to climb vertical rock surfaces to escape 
flash floods. Due to its attractive coloring 
and peculiarity, it has become popular in the 
pet trading industry, causing threats to its 
survival.  
4. Olm. With its powerful sensory 
system of smell, taste, hearing and 
electrosensitity, this aquatic creature 
has adapted to a life of complete 
darkness. They live without food for 
up to 10 years. Today, this organism 
is threatened by pollution and habitat 
disturbance. 
5. Chile Darwin’s 
Frog. This 
amphibian is only 
one of the two 
frogs in the world 
that protect their 
young in their 
mouth during 
development. 
Unfortunately, this 
species has not 
been seen in over 
20 years and may 
have been driven 
to extinction by a 
fungal disease. 
These are just 
a few of the strange 
and most vulnerable 
amphibians lurking in the 
shadows unacknowledged 
until now. “The EDGE 
program strives to protect 
the world’s forgotten 
species and ensure that the 
weirdest species survive 
the current extinction 
crisis and astound future 
generations with their 
extraordinary uniqueness,” 
said Jonathan Baillie, head 
of the EDGE program, in 
a press statement released 
on January 22, 2008. 
For more 
information on these or 
other weird amphibians go 
to www.edgeofexistence.
org.  
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Off The Hill 
Rebecca Dionne
Cleaning Green 
By: Debbie Moshak 
Managing Editor
Be Green When You 
Clean!
As a student living in a 
multiple-person off-campus 
apartment, I know things 
tend to get dirty within the 
household at times.  There’s 
just not enough time to clean 
and study at the same time!  
However, I always felt guilty 
using such strong, chemically 
based products, such as bleach 
or draino, to do the cleaning.  
After doing some research and 
experiments, I have found that 
numerous cheap household 
items clean just as well, and 
are both safe for your health 
and the environment.  
Here are a few tips: 
Microwave:  Place a bowl of 
water with some baking soda 
in the microwave and cook for 
one minute on high.  Remove 
the bowl and then easily wipe 
off food stains, no scrubbing 
involved.
Cutting Boards:  Rub lemon 
juice into wooden cutting 
board, leave overnight, and 
then rinse.  The lemon serves 
as an anti-bacterial agent and 
removes odors.
Grease:  Use vinegar on 
the stove, range hood, and 
counters to get rid of the 
grease and disinfect.
Vegetable cleaner:  Mix 1 
Tbsp. of lemon juice, 2 Tbsp. of 
baking soda, and 1 cup of hot 
water in a spray bottle.  Spray 
the vegetables, let sit for a few 
minutes, then rinse.  Clean, 
chemical free veggies!
Coffee Maker:  Add 1 cup of 
warm water and 2 cups of white 
vinegar in the water reservoir, 
and then run a cycle.  When 
finished, remove the vinegar 
solution and clean thoroughly 
with water.  Run the coffee 
maker 1-2 more times with 
plain water to rinse out the rest 
of the vinegar.  Enjoy your next 
cup of joe!
Clogged Drain:  Pour ½ cup of 
baking soda, followed by ½ cup 
of vinegar, then quickly cover 
with a pot cover.  Let sit 10 
minutes.  In the mean time, boil 
a pot of water and then pour it 
down the drain.
Windows and mirrors:  Fill 
a spray bottle with ¼ cup of 
white vinegar and fill the rest up 
with water, then shake.  Spray 
onto surface and clean with 
wadded up newspaper pages.
Linoleum and wood floors:  
Mix ½ cup of white vinegar in 
a bucket with warm water and 
a mop.  The vinegar odor goes 
away once it dries.
Substitute Bleach:  Mix 
equal parts of vinegar 
and lemon juice and 
apply to the surface with 
a toothbrush or firm.
Furniture polish:  Mix 
2 parts of cooking oil 
with 1 of part lemon 
juice and use as 
furniture polish.
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ALERT!! ALERT!! Toxic Pollution in the Great 
By Whitney Sapienza
 The time has come to go 
out into the community and help 
the environment sustain itself! 
With the pressures that we put 
on our environment, everyday 
laws and policies must be put 
in place to ensure our fragile 
resources for generations to come. 
But you may ask yourself, how 
am I going to get a voice in the 
environmental crusade?  One way 
is with the help of The Citizens 
Campaign for the Environment. 
This organization has been 
campaigning to reauthorize The 
Great Lakes Legacy Act, which 
is scheduled to expire in 2008.  
The Citizens Campaign 
for the Environment is located 
on 466 Westcott Street, and 
is one of five offices located 
throughout New York State.  
This non-profit organization, 
established in 1985, is the 
largest in New York, and has 
been making an impact in 
environmental conservation and 
restoration ever since.  Through 
http://tigger.uic.edu/~diane/GreatLakes1.jpg.
the use of education, 
researching, lobbying 
and public outreach the 
Citizens Campaign for the 
Environment is able to 
communicate their message. 
Water has been 
a major concern of this 
organization. Many of 
us in New York take the 
quantity and quality of our 
water supply for granted.  
The latest venture of the 
Citizens Campaign for 
the Environment is the 
reauthorization of the Great 
Lakes Legacy Act.  The 
Great Lakes really are 
great because they hold 
one fifth of the world’s 
fresh water supply!  The 
Great Lakes Legacy Act has 
been working to decrease 
the number of areas of 
concern (AoC) where the 
sediments of the lake hold 
high concentrations of 
toxic chemicals and heavy 
metals.  There are currently 
five remaining Great 
Lakes hot spots, and with 
the reauthorization of the 
Legacy Act we will be able 
to make strides in the restoration 
of the Great Lakes, as well as 
sustain a healthy water supply.  
So, do what you can to 
put a value on your own water 
supply.  Taking measures to 
reduce overuse of water, and 
pollution into our surrounding 
watersheds.  One day we may 
establish an actual monetary 
value fitting the necessity and 
importance of our water supply.  
    
Citizens Campaign for the Environment 
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Sound Spectrum
Tune Into Your Local Tunes!
Sound Spectrum for 2/11/08 – 2/17/08
2-13-08
Funk’n Waffles
Artist Showcase/ Open mic  9pm
2-15-08
Funk’n Waffles
Phil Smo, the Nasty Truth, Slow Natives  8pm
Burritt’s Cafe’
Damdog   7pm
12 North Sports Bar
E.A.R.   10pm
The Shire Tavern
Blue Sky Mission Club  9pm
Shenanigan’s
Ryan Hanlon & Zach Kline   10pm
2-16-08
Funk’n Waffles
Konkrete Jungle   9pm
The Metro
William Nicholson  9pm
Shifty’s Bar
Cousin Jake   9pm
Hanover Square
Hanover Square Winter Jam 2008   8pm
King Arthur’s Pub
Damdog  8pm
Shultzies
Lockdown  9pm
The Knothole 10
Ads and Scholarship
Student Life and the Environment 11
Ads and Scholarships
The Women in Science and Engineering Program Presents:
A Panel Discussion
Balancing Professional and Personal Life
Friday, February 22, 2008
4-6 P.M.
500 Hall of  Languages
Snacks and refreshments will be served
Featuring:
•        Dr. Patricia Conklin, Associate Professor of  Biological Sciences at SUNY Cortland
•        Dr. Andria Costello, Associate Professor of  Civil and Environmental Engineering at 
Syracuse University
•        Dr. Kelley Donaghy, Assistant Professor of  Inorganic Chemistry and Chemical 
Education at SUNY ESF
•        Ashley Spring, graduate student in the Department of  Biology at Florida Institute of  
Technology
“RSVP before February 19: Bethany Bloomston: brblooms@maxwell.syr.edu
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WANTED:
    Poems
         Essays
         Stories
Creative Writing
Photographs
Drawings
       Paintings
 Illustrations
  
  See your work published in 
ESF’s ONLY Creative Journal
Meeting Tuesday Feb 19th 105 Moon
Primary Deadline for submissions Monday 3/17
If you are interested please contact:
Daniel Liwicki: dmliwick@syr.edu
Jenna Boshart: jeboshar@syr.edu
Priscilla Hernandez: phernand@syr.edu
Rebecca Masters: rtmaster@syr.edu
 
For information on to requesting a private tutor, or to become a tutor,Stop in the Academic Success Center (109 Moon Library), visit
www.esf.edu/tutoring, call 470-4919, or e-mail tutoring@esf.edu
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Club Meetings:
For information on to requesting a private tutor, or to become a tutor,Stop in the Academic Success Center (109 Moon Library), visit
www.esf.edu/tutoring, call 470-4919, or e-mail tutoring@esf.edu
Alchemists Chemistry Club: 5pm, every 
other Tuesday, 139 Baker 
Alpha Phi Omega: Chapter: 5pm, Sunday, 
Hall of Languages room 500; Eboard: 9 pm, 
Tuesday, Location TBD  
 Alpha Xi Sigma: 5pm, every other 
Wednesday, Moon Conference Room 
American Fisheries Society: every other 
Thursday starting Jan. 25, 5pm, 251 Illick 
American Water Resource Association, 
5:30pm, Tuesdays, Marshall 209 
Baobab Society: 5pm, Tuesday, 19 Moon 
Library  
Bioethics Society: 5pm, Monday, 110 Moon 
Library 
Bob Marshall Club: 5pm, Monday, Moon 
Conference Room 
Campus Crusade: TBA 
Creative Minds: Tuesdays 5pm in 11 Illick
Empire Forester: 5pm, Tuesday, Yearbook 
Office (B-19 Marshall Hall) 
Engineers without Borders: 4:30 pm, every 
other Tuesday (9/11), Moon Library 
Forest Engineering Club: 5pm, Monday, 437 
Baker Lab  
Forestry Club/ Woodsmen Team: Monday 
and Thursday, meet at Old Green House behind 
Bray at 6:45pm, (going on to Lafayette Field 
Station)  Graduate Student Association: TBA 
Green Campus Initiative: Thursday, 7pm, 
Nifkin Lounge 
Habitat for Humanity: TBA 
Juggling Club:TBA 
Knothole: 5pm, Tuesday, B-9A Marshall 
Mollet Club: TBA  
Motivating People for Peace: 5pm, ever other 
Tuesdays, Bray Rotunda 
NYPIRG: 5 pm, Thursdays, 732 S. Crouse 
Ave-2nd Floor 
SEAC: 7pm, Wednesday, 202 Hall of 
Languages 
Soccer Club: Saturdays, women’s 
building second floor gym, 4-5:30 
Society of American Foresters: 
5:30pm, Monday, Marshall 213
Society for Conservation Biology: 
First and third Tuesday of every month, 
6:30 pm, 111 Marshall 
SUOC TBA 
Student Construction Association: 
5pm, every other Tuesday, 432 Baker 
Syracuse Animal Rights Organization 
(SARO): 6pm, Tuesday, 213B 
Huntington Beard Crouse (HBC) 
University Christian Fellowship: 5:30 
pm, Wednesday, 111 Marshall  
USA: 4:30 pm, Wednesday, Nifkin 
Lounge 
Wildlife Society: 5:00 pm, every other 
Thursday (starting Sept. 6), Illick 5 
For this and more club and events 
information make sure to go to 
http://web.esf.edu/calendarstu.asp
NEXT ISSUE!   
WE HAD THE EXCLUSIVE BEHIND THE SCENES LOOK AT JACK HANNAH DURING HIS 
PRESENTATION AT GOLDSTEIN! READ ABOUT IT HERE FIRST!
TROUBLED? FEELING LOST? IN NEED OF GUIDANCE? NEXT WEEK WILL BE OUR DEBUTE 
HOROSCOPE SECTION. . . BROUGHT TO YOU BY A PAIR OF MAGICAL LADIES!
